
MARCH 2008  

A Little Bragging by the Principal!  

Spring is coming  I think  as the snow flies outside!   

This is a very busy season at PK as we move forward finishing this year and begin to organize events and 
programs for next year.  For the staff, the big event in March is our Open House that is arranged to showcase 
to Grade 9 students across our community, how our school excels.  As I planned my talk to prospective 
students and their parents, I was struck by the things Paul Kane does well and thought it would be 
appropriate to share them in this newsletter.  Please indulge me while I brag a little about our great school.  

We have spent several years creating a Professional Learning Community focused on developing strategies to 
help students be successful with learning.  This dedication and staying the course in our work to bring about 
student success has been driven by two beliefs:   

 

that students will want to attend school if they are learning, and 

 

that students will feel connected to a school if they feel successful with their learning.   

Educational research is clear that the teacher in the classroom makes the biggest difference and, as well, that 
difference is about the relationships formed around learning.  Over the years, we have directed tremendous 
energy at finding strategies to help young people learn the curriculum.  Our successes are demonstrated by 
the student responses on various surveys and by exam results; however, the most significant indicator of the 
school being successful with learning has been the increase in the positive response by students to their 
success in our classrooms.  

We like to believe it is the classrooms of our school and what happens inside them that has made Paul Kane 
the school of choice over the last two years, by more Grade 9 students from our community than other high 
schools.   

Yes, we have excellent sports experiences here; we have the largest and most successful French immersion 
program north of Calgary; we have an Advanced Placement program that is one of the largest in Alberta; we 
have two thriving academies in hockey and soccer; our student leadership and student club opportunities are 
unparalleled,  The social interest shown by students and staff reaches to far corners of the world.  With all of 
this being said, without question, the success we are all focused on is having everyone graduate and helping 
each student learn the stuff in the most exciting way possible.  Technology is an integral part of classrooms 
and communication, extra help and interventions are done as a matter of course, but most importantly the 
school staff knows that each student needs attention, help sometimes and chances to overcome difficulties.  It 
is this awareness that makes Paul Kane the perfect place for a high school student.  

Thanks for letting me brag about us.  As a staff, we are very proud of what we do here and the difference we 
make for students in terms of their learning experience.  We are also so grateful for the tremendous support we 
receive from the parents and students in our school community.   

Larry Dick, Principal
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STUDENT PROGRESS AND  
PARENT/TEACHER INTERVIEWS  

Traditionally, at this time in the school year, teachers have 
prepared Progress Reports that have been mailed to homes. 
As you are aware, Paul Kane High School staff has instituted a 
new home-school device for communicating student progress. 
Now, through the internet, both parents and students can 
receive immediate and reasonably up to date school progress 
information. The immediacy of the progress data available in 
this manner has made the old Progress Report with S , I and 
U redundant. Now, accurate marks are available, as well as 

information regarding assignments and attendance.  Teachers 
will do everything possible to notify you if they sense there are 
learning issues. Please monitor the internet based service 
Home Logic .  If you do not have the access information you 

may make the necessary contacts through our website 

 

http://pkhs.spschools.org.    

To further discuss progress, we encourage you to book an 
appointment for a Parent Teacher Interview.  Interviews will 
be held on Wednesday, March 26 from 2:00 to 5:00 p.m. and 
6:00 to 9:00 p.m. and on Thursday, March 27 from 6:00 to 9:00 
p.m.  Please return the enclosed request form by 
Wednesday, March 12.  You will receive a phone call on 
March 25 to let you know your interview time.  Students will be 
dismissed at 1:20 on Wednesday, March 26 only.  There are 
no classes on Friday, March 28.  

Since this school year is a transition period between the old 
communication tools and the new, we have developed a more 
targeted, written report regarding progress. In this envelope, 
you MAY find a note from one or more teachers indicating a 
concern(s) regarding your child s initial progress at our school. 
If you do not find an individually addressed note, then you may 
assume your son or daughter is progressing reasonably at this 
time. I would suggest you consult with your son or daughter to 
ensure this is true and that you examine the data on the Home 
Logic web link to confirm that impression.  

PK GOES ONLINE! 
GRADE 11 & 12 REGISTRATION FOR 2008-2009  

During the second week of March students will attend 
workshops to receive information about next year s programs 
and to ask questions regarding registration issues.  At that 
time, the online registration procedures will be reviewed.  
Students will then take this information home and discuss it 
with parents.  Using Homelogic, students will be able to go 
online either from school or home to select courses for next 
year.  Please read the more detailed Registration Package in 
this envelope for further information.  Once students have 
completed this online process, they will be considered 
registered for the 2007-2008 school year.  If you know your 
child will NOT be attending Paul Kane High School next year, 
please notify our Student Services office. 
explored all of the great learning experiences Paul Kane has to 
offer.  Hands-on displays, demonstrations, sports events and 
popcorn), fresh-baked cinnamon buns, and lots of other great  

GRADE 10 REGISTRATION FOR 2008-2009   

The transition to senior high school is an exciting and 
challenging time.  Counselors, administrators and student 
representatives were busy visiting our district junior high 
schools over the past few weeks.  Information was provided on 
Paul Kane s programs and Grade 10 registration procedures.  
To highlight this year s theme Pick PK So Much More Than 
Core , several events have been scheduled as follows: 

 
Advanced Placement - Grade 9 honour students and their 

parents were invited to attend an Advanced Placement 
Information Meeting on the evening of our March 6th Open 
House.  Advanced Placement Visits

 
are scheduled for 

March 13th when honor students will join a Grade 10 AP 
class, meet the AP teachers, tour the school, and enjoy a 
complementary lunch.   

 

French Immersion - A French Immersion Information 
Meeting will be held on Thursday, March 13th at 7:00 p.m.  
As well, Grade 9 French Immersion students are invited to 
participate in a French Immersion Visit on March 20th .  They 
will meet the French Immersion teachers, join a Grade 10 
French Immersion class, tour the school, and enjoy a 
complementary lunch.  This visit will be arranged for Sir 
George Simpson French Immersion students.  Out of district 
students are also welcome and are asked to book their tour 
with our school secretary at 459-4405 on or before March 
17th. 

 

Personalized Registration Service For Grade 9 students 
and parents who require assistance in selecting appropriate 
programs and courses, an individual appointment is offered.  
On Friday March 14th from 8:00 a.m. to 6:00 p.m. or 
Wednesday, March 19th from 8:00 a.m. to 8:00 p.m., 
counselors and administrators are available.  Please call 
Mrs. D Aoust in our Student Services office to make an 
appointment  459-4405 ext. 323.   

 

Completed registration forms for future Grade 10 
students are due to current Grade 9 counselors no later than 
March 27th .  Of course, new registrations are welcome at 
any time!    

OPEN HOUSE 2008 
The 2008 PICK PK So Much More Than Core! Open House 
was a great success on March 6th.  Rock and Pop 
performances, Theatre Sports, real live horses, a movie 
theatre featuring our recent production of Evita (complete with 
popcorn!), fresh-baked cinnamon buns and lots of other great 
activities filled the halls as curious students and parents 
explored all of the great learning experiences that Paul Kane 
has to offer.  Hands-on displays, demonstrations, sports events 
and drama performances were offered and enjoyed during the 
fun-filled evening.  Thanks to all who participated!  

FRENCH IMMERSION INFORMATION EVENING  

Spread the word!  Any interested Grade 9 French Immersion 
students and their parents are invited to come to PK s French 
Immersion Information Meeting on Thursday, March 13th, 7:00 
p.m. in the cafeteria.  At this meeting, all of next year s Grade 
10 Immersion students will learn about our vibrant and 
dynamic program.  

A week later, on Thursday, March 20th we will be hosting our 
annual Grade 9 French Immersion Visit whereby our future 
Grade 10 Immersion students will meet our Immersion staff, 
attend classes and hear all about student life at Paul Kane.  If 
you know of anyone interested in attending Paul Kane s 
French Immersion Program next year, please encourage them 
to call Mr. Erickson at the school at 459-4405. 
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ALL ABOUT GRAD . 

 
FORGOT ABOUT YOUR GRAD PHOTO?  

NEED A RETAKE? 
Grad Photo Retake dates are March 25th, 26th, and 27th.  
Please sign up for an appointment in the main office.  All grads 
should have a photo taken to ensure that it appears in the 
yearbook and the wall composite for 2008.  Those wishing to 
order portrait packages should bring a $25.00 deposit fee to 
their photo session.  Cheques are payable to The Icon 
Experience or you can use good old fashioned cash.  Proofs 
(4x5) will be provided at the sitting.  Retakes will be done for 
no charge if you return your original proofs to the 
photographer.  Those who wish to appear only in the 
yearbook/wall composite do not have to pay the $25.00 
deposit, however, no proofs will be provided.  

CAPS AND GOWNS 
All grads should have been sized for a cap and gown at their 
photo sitting.  If you missed out make sure to fill out the form in 
the office.  The caps and gowns are distributed to the students 
the week before grad on rehearsal day.  

GRAD TICKET SALES -  MAY 5, 6, and 7 
Ticket sales for the June 7th, 2008 Grad Banquet will take 
place in the Paul Kane Cafeteria on May 5th, 6th, and 7th 

beginning at 2:45 p.m.  A randomly generated number will be 
posted beside your name on the grad list.  Numbers 1 to 110 
will purchase tickets on May 5th , numbers 111 to 220 purchase 
tickets on May 6th , and numbers 221 onward will purchase 
their tickets on May 7th .  Only those students who will be 
giving a presentation or toast at the banquet will be allowed to 
select their seating before the sales begin, as these students 
need to be seated near the stage.  

Ticket prices are $65.00 for each ticket, for adults, children, 
and grads.  Tickets purchased after May 23rd  are subject to a 
$5.00 late processing fee.  You may pay by Visa, MasterCard, 
Interac,  cheque, or cash.  Cheques may be postdated only 
until May 23rd .  Students are allowed to purchase 10 tickets 
initially, which is one complete table.  They may purchase 
additional tickets after all students have had an opportunity to 
buy their tickets, if additional seats are available.  

PLEASE NOTE: Grads will not be allowed to purchase 
their banquet tickets until all other outstanding fees have 
been paid.   This includes school fees, grad fees, grad 
dance marathon funds, and lost textbook or overdue 
library fees, etc. 

 
IT S NEVER TOO SOON TO THINK  

SUMMER SCHOOL! 
A full range of courses will be offered in Paul Kane s Summer 
School 2008.  Classes will run Monday to Friday mornings 
beginning Wednesday, July 2nd.  Your registration brochure is 
in this envelope!  Further information is available from Ms. 
Bowles in OnSIDE.  Register early!  

SCHOOL FEES 
If your child s school fees are still outstanding you will find an 
invoice in this mail out.  If you are unable to pay at this time, 
we ask that you contact our Office Manager, Mrs. Tubman 
(459-4405 ext. 330).  It should be noted that graduating 
students who have unpaid school fees will not be permitted to 
purchase tickets to Grad in the spring.  Outstanding balances 
are carried forward from year to year - regardless of what 
grade your child is in this year, paying fees now will avoid 
disappointment at Grad time.  As per school board 
requirements, delinquent accounts will be forwarded to 
NorDon Collections.  

TEXTBOOK AND LIBRARY RETURNS 
Any textbooks or library materials from semester one must be 
returned to the library immediately!  An invoice will be sent for 
the replacement cost of any books not returned.  

PK S WRITER IN RESIDENCE 

 

Kelci Mohr 
What can I say about Taste of Kane? It s always, always an 
epic event at PK, and everyone looks forward to it. I mean, 
anyone who likes to eat can indulge in a luxurious lunch by 
sampling many different (and delicious) ethnic foods from 
around the world. This year, there was a multitude of cultural 
representations, and the house was packed. I was helping out 
with Portugal and Ukraine  man, those perogies were flying! 
And once word got out that Portugal had juice well, we had 
to resort to serving it in mini-cups and gravy bowls; the 
demand was so high that there weren t enough regular cups to 
go around! After the initial feeding frenzy, the crowd turned to 
take in our wonderful PK artists performing a variety of cultural 
pieces. Dancing, singing, instruments  the amount of talent at 
our school is truly incredible! At the end of the day, this year s 
Taste of Kane was another smashing success. Just by gorging 
ourselves on treats from around the world, we managed to 
raise a grand total of $1,494 for the St. Albert Food Bank! A 
day well spent!.   

With Taste of Kane sadly behind us, we now look forward to 
Blarney Gras, our next major SU event in the school. Running 
from March 13th to 19th, Blarney Gras is one week of crazy 
activities each lunch hour for those who sign up to participate. 
The catch? You have to find someone who will agree to do it 
with you  sign up as a couple with your friend, boyfriend, 
girlfriend, whatever! The overall winning couple of the 
lunchtime activities will be crowned at the dance on March 19th. 
Finally, in the somewhat distant future, Wake-A-Thon 
approaches  last year was a blast, and April 11th is scheduled 
to be a repeat performance! All money raised goes to the 
Ronald McDonald Children s House Charities. Well, that s it for 
me 

 

till next time, PK!  

ADVANCED PLACEMENT PROGRAM 
There will be a meeting for current grade 10 students and their 
parents who are enrolled in Advanced Placement courses 
currently or would like to enrol in Advanced Placement courses in 
their Grade 11 year on Thursday, April 10 at 7:00 pm.    



ALBERTA VIRTUAL CLASSROOM  

 
This year Paul Kane is delighted to be part of a pilot 
project involving six schools from across the province 
that comprise the Alberta Virtual Classroom. 

 
Throughout the year these six schools have 
opportunities to participate in educational experiences 
through the use of Video Conferencing technology as 
well as other supportive technologies such as internet 
discussion boards, digital projectors, and 
laptops/classroom computers. 

 
 Students from Ms. Jwaszko s French Science 10 
class participated in the first Alberta Virtual Classroom 
experience when they took part in a 2 hour Video 
Conference on Global Warming. 

 

Paul Kane students were connected with students 
from 3 other High Schools, a University Professor; U 
of A graduate students and representatives from the 
Alberta Government via Video Conferencing and an 
internet discussion board.   

 

 Students shared their thoughts and ideas for 
solutions with their colleagues from across the 
province and then collectively they put forward their 
ideas to the government 

 

What an experience!! 

 

Still to come, opportunities for students in 
..Chemistry 20; Social 30; and English 30  

 

Staff have also been taking part in a series of 
presentations from U of A professors during the lunch 
hours. 

Open to all students ..want to learn how to Video 
Conference?  Connect with your peers around the world?  See 
Ms. Burgess (Rm. 178) for details 


